Please Come Celebrate with Us
We are so very lucky to live in the
neighborhood planted in the farmland
that once belonged to the Meek family.
Mostly that’s true because Cherryland is
a beautiful community with great neighbors, but having the Meek Estate preside as our iconic local landmark has a
lot to do with it too. The home itself has
gorgeous architecture and the park that
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surrounds it is well-loved by local residents.
This fall, our Cherryland Community Center
will be finished in the lot adjacent to the
park, adding even more reason for Cherrylanders to make it their choice for all social
neighborhood activities.
It’s hard to believe the Meek Estate was
once slated for demolition!

A Little History
In 1869, Mr. William Meek built a majestic
home facing the San Lorenzo Creek on
the road we now call Lewelling Boulevard.
He owned approximately 3000 acres of
fertile farmland—mostly orchards—that
stretched between Mission and Hesperian
Boulevards and from the house south to
near Winton Avenue.

To honor the estate’s 150th birthday, the
organization who saved it (HARD) and the
organization who’s maintaining and restoring it (HAHS) are throwing a celebration
that everyone is invited to attend.
HAHS will hold the house open for tours
and there will be a slide presentation showcasing the rich history of the Meeks and
how the Estate became an icon for our
neighborhood. There’s even going to be
birthday cake so you really don’t want to
miss it!
Please see the event flyer on page 7 for
more information and then see you there!

By 1940, nearly all of the farm had been
sold off and subdivided into housing tracts,
leaving only the home and ten acres surrounded it still in the family. They, however, sold the estate to their physician who
lived there until 1964.
In 1964, the estate was to be sold to developers who intended to raze it but local
activists organized an alternative, convincing the Hayward Area Park and Recreation District to buy the property and preserve it as a park instead.

’

Architect BRIAN LACZKO from HARD
United Seniors of Oakland and Alameda County

In 1991, HARD decided renovations were
needed to preserve the house for use by
future generations of the public, so they
brought in the Hayward Historical Society
to help them. Their combined restoration
and preservation efforts continue today.

Hi Neighbors!
Despite the triple-digit anomaly last
Wednesday, I feel a change in the
seasons. In the words of Robert Louis
Stevenson:
Pleasant summer over,
And all the summer flowers,
The red fire blazes,
The grey smoke towers.
Sing a song of seasons!
Something bright in all!
Flowers in the summer,
Fires in the fall!
I also sense another change in the air.
Perhaps due to the hubbub over the
attempts by City of Hayward to redevelop the Caltrans I-238 parcels—
some of which rightly belonged to unincorporated Alameda County—it
seems that the winds may have shifted towards Hayward incorporating our
little district of Cherryland.

Yep, I said it.
It would certainly solve a lot of our
problems. Governance, accountability
and transparency would be greatly
improved. It’s difficult to argue against
the benefits of those things.

Wouldn’t greater oversight of certain
land uses (like group care homes,
massage parlors and hookah lounges,
to name a few) be wonderful? Just the
idea of having greater regulatory involvement in our neighborhood makes
me do a happy dance.
I know there have been some concerns
that an annexation of Cherryland into
Hayward could cause gentrification
here, but my research tells me otherwise.
If a revitalization plan for our neighborhood was to take into account opportunities for disadvantaged populations,
the resulting diversity, integration,
neighborhood improvements and increased access to services could motivate residents to stay put, effectively
keeping gentrification at bay.
The key to preventing displacement is
to have low-income and below-marketrate housing standards for new development while continuing to promote
and provide subsidized housing.
Under County rule, considerations
such as these haven’t been implemented more often than sporadically. The
City of Hayward makes them a priority.

One of the reasons I supported Fred
Simons’ bid for the Oro Loma Board
was because his political motivation
was inspired, in part, by his experience
driving through Cherryland to get to
Hayward from San Leandro.
On that route, he noticed the difference
in quality between our infrastructure
(primarily our roads) and the infrastructure found in both neighboring cities.
I was so impressed that someone not
only noticed, but expressed an interest
in doing something about it. From that
point on, he had my vote on lock.
And isn’t that what we all want? To
have people in positions of power take
us seriously? Being annexed into Hayward would give us a good chance of
being heard locally, so what’s not to
love about the possibility?
Our taxes may end up a little higher
(may), but if they do, that money will
come directly back to our community,
not into the County coffers. I think the
benefits we could reap would far outweigh the costs.
I welcome your comments.
My email is CCA.BOD@gmail.com.

EDEN HAS A MAC
Many years of planning and preparation led up to September 24th, the
day the County Supervisors approved the formation of a Municipal Advisory Committee, or MAC, for the unincorporated Eden Area: Ashland,
Cherryland, San Lorenzo and Hayward Acres.
Soon now we will elect the people to serve on our E-MAC and represent
our communities in a direct relationship with the Supervisors. As the process moves along, the News will keep you informed.
In the meantime, congratulations Eden! And much thanks to everyone
involved in seeing this civic dream become a reality.

U N I N C O R P O R AT E D
S E RV I C ES D IR E C TORY
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT

510-667-7869

Abandoned Cars on Roads

CA HIGHWAY PATROL

510-581-9028
Traffic Concerns

ANIMAL CONTROL

510-667-7763

Stray or Dead Animals

CODE ENFORCEMENT

510-670-6556 /-6011

Overgrown Vegetation
Vehicles Parked on Lawns
Illegal Home Businesses
Construction Trash & Debris
Illegal Fence Heights

WASTE MANAGEMENT

510-613-8710

Bulky Waste Pick Up: Free 2x/yr

PUBLIC WORKS

510-670-5500

Creeks, Channels and Culverts
Damaged Curbs or Gutters
Fallen Trees or Tree Limbs
Graffiti Removal
Potholes
Roadway Debris
Shopping Cart Removal
Street and Traffic Lights and Signs
Street Sweeping
PUBLIC WORKS ON THE INTERNET

MOBILE CITIZEN
(click me!)

-

If you have questions you’d like answered, let us
know by email: cca.bod@gmail.com.
Dear Cherry Pit,
I’m frequently concerned for the many homeless people—
especially homeless women and children—that I see in and
around town. Do you have any suggestions for how I can
help them?
- Neighborly Nancy
Dear Nancy,
It’s wonderful to hear that you’re motivated to do something
to help out those less fortunate in our community. Frequently stigmatized if not flat-out persecuted, the homeless can
often find it difficult to acquire the needed resources to
merely subsist. Pulling ones self out of the misery of homelessness can seem daunting on even the brightest of days.
Thankfully, there are kind-hearted
people who are trying to make a difference for those in need. One such
local organization, Feed My Sheep, is
currently trying to help the homeless
in our area but they need support
from people like yourself to continue
their important work.
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The following is the organization’s “wish list” of items they
very much need donated. If you can help supply them with
any of these things, please call Janay at 510-305-5386.
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Baby Wipes
Jackets
Sleeping Bags
Tents
Socks
First Aid Kits
Flashlights

Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y
Y

Propane Tarps
Deodorant
Hand Warmers
Rope
Lighters/Lighter Fluid
Paper Goods
Drinks

Thank you for any items you can donate or time you can
volunteer. The need is great, but the upside of your kindness makes all the difference to them and it feels great to
help. Please do what you’re able to do. Thank you.
-Editor

-

ALAMEDA COUNTY UNINCORPORATED AREAS WEBSITE

By joining local agencies, churches
and government in our
unincorporated area of Alameda
County, the Cherryland Community
Association (CCA) seeks to
improve stability and safety at
home, school and work, and to
maintain the value and beauty of
our homes and gardens.

—
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CCA MEMBERSHIP FORM

-

RENEWAL ___

NEW ___

WANT TO HELP?

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE ONLY $25 PER HOUSEHOLD ANNUALLY
NAME(S): ______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL (to get monthly newsletter): ___________________________________________________________
PHONE: ____________________________________________________ # IN HOUSEHOLD: __________

Let us know how!

à EVENT ASSISTANCE
à
à
à
à

PROMOTIONS
BOARD of DIRECTORS
NEWSLETTER
OTHER
____________________

Please send this form with your check payable to the CCA to: PO Box #292, San Lorenzo, CA 94580
or send payment via PayPal® to cca.bod@gmail.com. Thank you, good neighbors!

__________________

AROUND EDEN
The USOAC (United Seniors of Alameda
County) will be presenting to us at the
October 8th general meeting at the Meek
Estate Carriage House. Their purpose
for doing as such is as follows:
“We are looking to establish Travel Training
in unincorporated Castro Valley, Ashland,
Cherryland, Fairview, and San Lorenzo, as
well as the cities of Hayward and San
Leandro.

The two-day Travel Training course will first
get you familiar with AC Transit and BART
routing (as well as other forms of public
transportation) and then on day two, will take
you for a field trip to put what you learned
into action.”
If you’re interested in the training but can’t
make it to the meeting, call these ladies:
Tanya Washington 510-905-9308 and/or
Coco Ramirez 510-729-0855

-
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Eden Clean-up Day 2019
Isn’t it great when good people dedicate themselves to a
good cause? We in Cherryland are very blessed to have a
bunch of good people who don’t mind working hard to keep
our community as beautiful as it can get.
The sun was shining brightly on our latest local endeavor to
fight blight and promote community activism, Supervisor
Miley’s Fall Clean-up on Saturday, September 28.
Promoted through CURB (Citizens United to Remove Blight
and Clean Up, Revitalize, and Beautify), the event coordinated local volunteers at the REACH Center in Ashland and
accepted mattresses for recycling through the Bye Bye Mattress program all day.
Teams of motivated volunteers set out from the Center in the
morning and collected trash all over town, like the large contingency from the Buddhist Church on Meekland. Thanks to
all of the volunteers who made the event the success it was.
The weather was wonderful, the neighbors were friendly and
a lot got accomplished. Thanks Supervisor Miley and CURB!

-
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Ribbon Cutting Event
On September 27, Assemblyman Quirk and CalTrans hosted
a ribbon-cutting event to commemorate the beautiful new
community identifier murals designed by Nico Berry on Mission Boulevard’s I-238 overpass. Special thanks to local Supervisors Miley and Chan, and to the Alameda County Arts
Commission, for all their work to make this art installation
happen. It shows us how beautiful home really is!

-
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—
HAHS Museum of History & Culture
22380 Foothill Boulevard . Hayward

-

- Proverb
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RUN AN AD IN

THE NEWS
LOCAL BUSINESSES and
ORGANIZATIONS THAT
SERVE CHERRYLAND

1/4 PAGE AD……………..….$50
1/2 PAGE AD……………..….$90
FULL PAGE AD…...…..….…$125

BUSINESSES and
ORGANIZATIONS
OUTSIDE of CHERRYLAND
1/4 PAGE AD………………...$75
1/2 PAGE AD…………….….$125
FULL PAGE AD…...….…..…$225

Artwork must be submitted to
News staff no later than the
25th of the month for submission in the next month’s issue.
Artwork designed by staff
ranges between $25-100,

Proposed Projects
In September, two conditional use permits (CUPs)
were applied for by people looking to do, or continue
doing, business in or near Cherryland.
The first was a massage and healthcare center called
the Blue Sea Massage at 20613 Mission Boulevard,
near Medford Avenue. This is a renewal CUP for a
spa that’s been operated by a Hayward resident at
that location for at least three years.
The other project was submitted by the proprietors of
a Grocery Outlet supermarket who are planning to
move into the Rasputin’s location at 15590 Hesperian
Boulevard , at Lewelling Boulevard. They need permits to do interior and exterior remodeling and they
had to apply for a liquor license so they can sell alcohol at the store as well. Development of the site won’t
commence for at least six months after the permits
are acquired, so might be this time next year when
they are finished and ready to open.
The developers of the Cherryland Place complex
going in on the corner of Mission Boulevard and
Hampton Road, Bay Area Urban Development (BAU)
spoke to the Association at our last meeting and assured us that the Paradise Community Garden will be
integrated into the project and that access to the
creek will be available. Construction is slated to begin
next year and finish in fall of 2021.

GET TICKETS ONLINE AT
haywardareahistory.org/explore-the-paranormal

-

